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%o The average worker's salary in Moscow is 600 rubles a2 month, of which 10%
is taken for income tax. In addition, there is a culiural tex of 20
rubles, and a special tax of sboub 20 rubles is imposed on bachelors and
childless households. Othor demands, such as foreed contributions to .
cover poverament loans, are made on the workers! salarics from tims &

timg.

Factory workers are paid in an irregular fashion. Sometimes they receive
150-200 rubles with the promise that the rest will be paid the following
month. At times they receive no zalary for two months. Factory directors
can take adwantage of the workers in this respect because no worker can
leave the factory before his contract expires or without obtalning special

auvthorization,

3s Party dignitaries, important functionaries, and professors receive, in

addition %o their food ration card, vouchers of 300~500 rubles pernitting

them 4o procure food a% special siores at the prices of rationed goods, Rations
for the average worker include 550 grams of bread per day and 2-kgs., of

meat, 800 gr. of fak, and 800 gr. of sugar per month. Aotually, they

do not always recelve these 1iems., For instance, the worker may receive

for his monthly fa% ration 200 gr, of bubter and: the rest in margering,
sunflower oil, or even salied herring. Likewise, for lis meat ration he

may recelve emoked or salted fish o inferior sausape, Vegetdbles and

rotatoss are hard to ooltain.

The following prices, in rubles are cwrrent in Moscow:
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Pread is tuch less expensive in the cormereial stores than on the black
markets bus, since there are only a few such stores in the city of l‘oscow
and since one rust wait in line for hours, the morker is practlically
foreed to nrocure bread on the black murket. .

Torlcers have their breskfamt in cantines at the factory for 3,50 rubles.
Dreclrfust consists of a thin cabbage soup, & ‘1itile snlted fish, and a fer
potatoes. Torkers must bring their own bread. Stakhanovists, udorniks,
and workere who huve completed the mintmm quots of work are niot cbliged to
aurrender meat or fat coupons for neals at the fretory.

Copriin Panbories wrovide heusivg facilitles for hhe pleovs,  Howewer,
nost workers prefer to be lodped in separote apartrents, where they do nob
live in fear of being pub out on the strect from one doy to the noxth, The
averace rend for a worker ecrning 600 rubles »or nonth 15 32 rubles pey
nondh,  Tlectricity and gos in o houschold of three adults amounts to ubout
29 rubles per nonth. o ‘

Trices of clotling are wractically owrohibitive for the worker. Tven seconde
hand clothes on the bluclk merket ure very crponsive, fn rore oceasions the
vorker reecives sneeiol counons with vhich he can purchase a sult at sheeial.
gtores. However, the workers with whonm source suoke reporied thab the
quality of the material of these suids was so poor that they vore not worth .

buying.
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